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THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 



1. CX] The applicant has filed a request for substantive examination on (day/month/year ) . The 

examiner has proceeded the substantive examination on the above mentioned patent application for 
invention in accordance with the provisions of Articl 35(1) of the Chinese Patent Law. 
I | The Patent Office has decided to proceed a substantive examination on the above mentioned patent 

application for invention in accordance with the provisions of Article 35(2) of the Chinese Patent 

Law. 

2. ^ The applicant claimed: 

the filing date 2001.1.29 in the Japan Patent Office as the priority date, 

the filing date in the Patent Office as the priority date, 

the filing date in the Patent Office as the priority date, 

the filing date in the Patent Office as the priority date, 

the filing date in the Patent Office as the priority date. 

E<] The applicant has provided a copy of the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where 

the prior application(s)was/were filed. 
I I The applicant has not provided a copy of the priority documents certified by the Patent Office 
where the prior application(s)was/were filed and the priority claim(s) is/are deemed not to have 
been made in accordance with the provisions of Article 30 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

3.1 I The applicant submitted amendment (s) to the application on and on , wherein. 

the amendment (s) submitted on and 

on are unacceptable, 

because said amendment(s) is/are not in conformity with 

I I the provisions of Article 33 of the Chinese Patent Law: 

I I the provisions of Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 
The detailed reasons for the amendments being unacceptable is described in the text of this Office 
Action. 

4. E^lThe examination is proceeded based on the application documents originally filed. 
I [Description: 

Pages of original application documents filed don the application date, 

Pages filed on; Pages^ filed on; 

Pages filed on; Pages filed on; 
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Chinese Patent Law. 

^ Claim 1 is not in conformity with the provisions of Article 26(4) of the Chinese Patent 
Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the provisions of Article 31(1) of the Chinese 

Patent Law. 

£3 Claim 1,M,9,11,14,17,19,21 is not in conformity with the provisions of Rule 20 to 23 of 
the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the provisions of Article 9 of the Chinese Patent 

Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the provisions of Rule 12(1) of the Implementing 

Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 
The detailed analysis for above conclusive opinion is described in the text of this office action. 

On the basis of the above conclusive opinion, the examiner holds that: 

n The applicant should make amendment in accordance with the requirements described in the 
text of this office action. 

n The applicant should expound reasons for that the above mentioned patent application can be 
granted patent right, and make amendments to the specification which is not in conformity with 
the provisions as described in the text of this office action; otherwise the patent right shall not 
be granted. 

^The patent application does not possess any substantive contents for which patent right may be 
granted, if the applicant fails to expound reasons or the reasons expounded are not sufficient, 
this application will be rejected. 

□ 

The applicant shall pay attention to the following matters: 

(1) In accordance with the provisions of Article 37 of the Chinese Patent Law, the applicant shall 
submit a response within four months from the date of receiving this office action. If the 
applicant fails to meet the time limit without any justified reason, the application shall be 
deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) The amendment made by the applicant shall be in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 
of the Chinese Patent Law. The amendment shall be submitted in duplicate copies and in a 
format which is in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Examination Manual. 

(3) The applicant's response and/or amended documents shall be mailed or submitted to the 
Receiving Department of the Chinese Patent Office. The documents which are not mailed or 
submitted to the Receiving Department do not possess legal effect. 

(4) The applicant and/or his(its) agent shall not come to the Chinese Patent Office to interview with 
the examiner without an appointment. 

The text of this office action consists of a total of _5 sheets, and is accompanied by the following annexes: 

A copy of the cited reference documents consisting of 2 sets and 11 sheets. 
□ The 2=£ Examination Department The Seal of the Examiner: Leping SHEN 



□Claims: 

Pages of original application documents filed don the application date, 

Pages filed on; Pages filed on; 

Pages filed on; Pages filed on; 

□Drawings: 

Pages of original application documents filed don the application date, 

Pages filed on; Pages filed on; 

Pages filed on; Pages filed on; 



□Abstract: I I Filed on the application date; □ filed on 

□Drawing to the Abstract: □ Filed on the application date; □ filed on 

5.1 I This Notification is issued without a search having been conducted. 
ER1 This Notification is issued with a search having been conducted. 

£<] The following reference documents have been cited in this office action(their serial numbers will 
be referred to in the ensuing examination procedure): 



Serial No. 


Reference document( Number or Title) 


Publication Date 
(or Filing date of interference patent 
applications) 


1 


US-5808397A 


15day 09 month 1998year 


2 


CN-1119371A 


27day 03 month 1996year 


3 




day month year 


4 




day month year 



6. The conclusive opinion of the examiner is as follows: 
I I Description: 

□ The subject matter of the application falls into the scope, on which no patent right shall be 

granted, defined by Article 5 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provisions of Article 26(3) of the Chinese 

Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provisions of Rule 18 of the Implementing 

Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 

£3 Claims: 

□ Claim falls into the scope, on which no granted patent right shall be granted, 

provided by Article 25 of the Chinese Patent Law. 
I I Claim is not in conformity with the definition of invention prescribed by Rule 2(1) 

of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 
I I Claim does not possess novelty provided by Article 22(2) of the Chinese Patent 

Law. 

\>Z\ Claim 1-21 does not possess inventiveness provided by Article 22(3) of the Chinese Patent 
Law. 

I I Claim does not possess practical applicability provided by Article 22(4) of the 
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the original documents submitted by the applicant. 
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As rescanning documents will not correct images, 

please do not report the images to the { 
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The Detailed Office Action 



The application an electronic component and manufacturing method for 
the same. Some objections are arisen by the examiner as follows, after a 
substance examination. 

1. Regarding Claim 1 

(D Claim 1 claims an electronic component, in which the terms such as 
"about" and "substantially" are used and it results in Claim 1 has an unclear 
claimed scope since each of the above terms has the unclear meaning. So, 
Claim 1 is not in conformity with the provision of the 1 st paragraph of Rule 
20 of the Implementing Regulations of CPL. 

The following is a quotation of the 1 st paragraph of Rule 20 of the Implementing 
Regulations of the Patent Law of the People's Republic of China: 

The claims shall define clearly and concisely the matter for which protection is sought in 
terms of the technical features of the invention or utility model. 

(2) According to the disclosed embodiment, there is only a example 
concerning that a pair of lead terminals has cup-shaped holder portions. But it 
is impossibly obtained, that is the situation concerning that at least a pair of 
lead terminals has cup-shaped holder portions from said embodiments. This 
results in that Claim 1 is not supported by the disclosure from the description 
and it is not in conformity with the provision of the 4 th paragraph of Article 
26 of CPL. 

The following is a quotation of the 4 th paragraph of Article 26 of the Patent Law of 
the People's Republic of China: 

The claims shall be supported by the description and shall state the extent of the patent 
protection asked for. 

(3) Even through the above defects are removed, Claim 1 is still not in 
conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL, since 



1 



it lacks the inventiveness. 

The reference 1 (US 5,808,397) discloses a piezoelectric resonance 
device, and the corresponding technical contains are written wherein as 
follows (cf. lines 30-51, column 2 and Figs. 1 and 2). The piezo-resonator (1) 

5 is composed of a piezoelectric substrate (2) and the oscillation electrodes (3a, 
3b). The input and output terminals (5, 7) support both sides of piezo- 
resonator (1) with cup portions (6, 8) which are formed by bending upper 
portions of the terminals (5, 7), respectively. Said cup portions (6, 8) are 
soldered to the oscillation electrodes (3a, 3b), respectively. Each of one end 

10 portion of the input and output terminals (5, 7) is bent outwards at an angle of 
about 90° , a plat portion is defined by an extended portion on the tip side 
from the bending point so as to be extended substantially parallel to a lead 
portion of the lead terminal, and the cup portion is defined by the plat portion 
being bent inwards. 

is It can be found the difference between Claim 1 and reference 1 is only 

that the at least a pair of lead terminals are made of a conductive wire. 

However, the reference 2 (CN 111937WP 8084043(A)/3221253(B2)) 
discloses a composite electronic component and the method of manufacturing 
the same, and the following technical contains are written wherein (cf. line 17, 

20 page 7 through line 15, page 9 and Figs. 1 and 2 in Chinese edition). The 
three lead terminals (20, 30, 40) are made of round lead wires. The above lead 
terminals are provided at forward ends thereof with flattened connecting 
portions (21, 31, 41). The connecting portions (21, 31) of the input and output 
terminals (20, 30) are provided with narrow ends (21a, 31a) which are 

25 arranged in side steps defined by both end portions of the capacitor element 
10 and those of the resonator element 1, and with L-shaped stop surfaces (21b, 
31b) formed inside the narrow ends (21a, 31a) respectively, so that the 
connecting portions (21, 31) of the input and output terminals (20, 30) are 



symmetrical to each other. 

It is obvious that the technical solutions of the references 1 and 2 belong 

in the same technical field with that of the claimed technical solution by 

Claim 1 . Also a technical revelation is taught by the reference 2 that the metal 

5 flat plate in reference 1 may be replaced through making the upper pressed 

plane of the round lead wire into an appropriate shape to support the 

piezoelectric element in order to reduce the loss of the material. Thus the 

technical solution of Claim 1 has not the prominent substantive feature, so it 

has not the inventiveness. 
10 The following is a quotation of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of the Patent Law of 

the People's Republic of China: 

Inventiveness means that, as compared with the technology existing before the date of 
filing, the invention has prominent substantive feature and represents a notable progress and 
that the utility model has substantive features and represents progress. 

15 

2. Regarding Claim 2 

Claim 2 refers to Claim 1 and an additive technical feature contained in 
Claim 2 is also disclosed by the reference 2 (cf. lines 17-18, page 7 and Figs. 
1 and 2 in Chinese edition). While Claim 1 referred by Claim 2 lacks the 
20 inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 2 similarly has not the 
prominent substantive feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not still in 
conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

3. Regarding Claim 3 

25 Claim 3 refers to Claim 1 and an additive technical feature contained in 

Claim 3 is also disclosed by the reference 2 (cf. Figs. 1 and 2 therein). While 
Claim 1 referred by Claim 3 lacks the inventiveness, the technical solution of 
Claim 3 similarly has not the prominent substantive feature, so it has not the 
inventiveness and is not still in conformity with the provision of the 3 rd 

30 paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 



4. Regarding Claim 4 

Claim 4 refers to Claim 1 and the additive technical features contained in 
Claim 4 are also disclosed by the reference 2 (cf. lines 12-15, page 9 in 
5 Chinese edition). While Claim 1 referred by Claim 4 lacks the inventiveness, 
the technical solution of Claim 4 similarly has not the prominent substantive 
feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not still in conformity with the 
provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

10 5. Regarding Claim 5 

Claim 5 refers to Claim 1 and an additive technical feature contained in 
Claim 5 is also disclosed by the reference 2 (cf. lines 17-18, page 7 in 
Chinese edition). While Claim 1 referred by Claim 5 lacks the inventiveness, 
the technical solution of Claim 5 similarly has not the prominent substantive 

15 feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not still in conformity with the 
provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

6. Regarding Claim 6 

Claim 6 refers to Claim 1 and an additive technical feature contained in 

20 Claim 6 relates to a round lead wire of about 0.48mm in diameter. However, 
this is a very widely used lead wire in this art. Therefore, while Claim 1 
referred by Claim 6 lacks the inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 6 
similarly has not the prominent substantive feature, so it has not the 
inventiveness and is not still in conformity with the provision of the 3 rd 

25 paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

Furthermore, a word "about" is used therein and it results in Claim 6 has 
an unclear claimed scope since the above word has the unclear meaning. So, 
Claim 6 also is not in conformity with the provision of the 1 st paragraph of 



Rule 20 of the Implementing Regulations of CPL. 

7. Regarding Claim 7 

Claim 7 refers to Claim 1 and the additive technical features contained 
5 in Claim 7 relate to a wire made of a low-carbon steel and having copper 
plated on a surface thereof and a molten solder plated on the copper plating as 
a round lead wire of 0.48mm in diameter. However, this is a very widely used 
lead wire and technology in this art. Therefore, while Claim 1 referred by 
Claim 7 lacks the inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 7 similarly 
10 has not the prominent substantive feature, so it has not the inventiveness and 
is not still in conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 
of CPL. 

8. Regarding Claim 8 

15 Claim 8 refers to Claim 1 and the additive technical feature contained in 

Claim 8 only relates to a selection concerning a design for the dimension of 
the flattened portion. However, this is only a very widely used technology in 
this art. Therefore, while Claim 1 referred by Claim 8 lacks the inventiveness, 
the technical solution of Claim 8 similarly has not the prominent substantive 

20 feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not still in conformity with the 
provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

Furthermore, a word "about" is used therein and it results in Claim 8 has 
an unclear claimed scope since the above word has the unclear meaning. So, 
Claim 8 also is not in conformity with the provision of the 1 st paragraph of 

25 Rule 20 of the Implementing Regulations of CPL. 

9. Regarding Claim 9 

Claim 9 refers to Claim 1 and the additive technical features contained in 

5 



Claim 9 are also disclosed by the reference 2 (cf. Fig. 2). While Claim 1 
referred by Claim 9 lacks the inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 9 
similarly has not the prominent substantive feature, so it has not the 
inventiveness and is not still in conformity with the provision of the 3 rd 
paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

10. Regarding Claim 10 

Claim 10 refers to Claim 1 and the additive technical features contained 
in Claim 10 are also disclosed by the reference 2 (cf. lines 3-11, page 9 in 
Chinese edition). While Claim 1 referred by Claim 10 lacks the inventiveness, 
the technical solution of Claim 10 similarly has not the prominent substantive 
feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not still in conformity with the 
provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 1 1 

(D Claim 1 1 claims a method for manufacturing an electronic component, 
in which the terms such as "about" and "substantially" are used and it results 
in Claim 1 1 has an unclear claimed scope since each of the above terms has 
the unclear meaning. So, Claim 1 1 is not in conformity with the provision of 
the 1 st paragraph of Rule 20 of the Implementing Regulations of CPL. 

(2) Even through the above defect are removed, Claim 11 is still not in 
conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL, since 
it lacks the inventiveness. 

According to the examiner's knowledge, as Claim 11 claims a method 
corresponding to the claimed electronic component by Claim 1, thus it has not 
the prominent substantive feature based on the same reasons as that of Claim 
l(note: sic). So Claim 11 has not the inventiveness and is not in conformity 
with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

6 



12. Regarding Claim 12 

Claim 1 2 refers to Claim 1 1 and an additive technical feature contained 
in Claim 12 is also disclosed by the reference 2 (cf. last line, page 10 through 
line 5, page 11 in Chinese edition). While Claim 11 referred by Claim 12 
lacks the inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 12 similarly has not 
the prominent substantive feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not 
still in conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of 
CPL. 

1 3 . Regarding Claim 1 3 

Claim 1 3 refers to Claim 1 1 and an additive technical feature contained 
in Claim 13 is also disclosed by the reference 2 (cf. lines 14-18, page 11 and 
Fig. 2 in Chinese edition). While Claim 11 referred by Claim 13 lacks the 
inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 13 similarly has not the 
prominent substantive feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not still in 
conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

14. Regarding Claim 14 

Claim 14 refers to Claim 11 and an additive technical feature contained 
in Claim 14 relates to a selection concerning the bent position, which is only a 
demand in the design. While Claim 11 referred by Claim 14 lacks the 
inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 14 similarly has not the 
prominent substantive feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not still in 
conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

Furthermore, a word"<z6<?w*"is used therein and it results in Claim 14 has 
an unclear claimed scope since the above word has the unclear meaning. So, 
Claim 14 also is not in conformity with the provision of the 1 st paragraph of 



Rule 20 of the Implementing Regulations of CPL. 

15. Regarding Claim 15 

Claim 15 refers to Claim 11 and the additive technical features contained 
5 in Claim 15 are also disclosed by the reference 2 (cf. lines 3-11, page 9 in 
Chinese edition). While Claim 11 referred by Claim 15 lacks the 
inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 15 similarly has not the 
prominent substantive feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not still in 
conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

10 

16. Regarding Claim 16 

Claim 16 refers to Claim 11 and an additive technical feature contained 
in Claim 16 is also disclosed by the reference 2 (cf. lines 12-15, page 9 in 
Chinese edition). While Claim 11 referred by Claim 16 lacks the 
15 inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 16 similarly has not the 
prominent substantive feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not still in 
conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

17. Regarding Claim 17 

20 Claim 1 7 refers to Claim 1 1 and an additive technical feature contained 

in Claim 17 is also disclosed by the reference 2 (cf. lines 17-18, page 7 and 
Figs. 1 and 2 in Chinese edition). While Claim 11 referred by Claim 17 lacks 
the inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 17 similarly has not the 
prominent substantive feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not still in 

25 conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

18. Regarding Claim 18 

Claim 1 8 refers to Claim 1 1 and an additive technical feature contained 

8 



in Claim 17 is also disclosed by the reference 2 (cf. lines 17-18, page 7 in 
Chinese edition). While Claim 11 referred by Claim 18 lacks the 
inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 18 similarly has not the 
prominent substantive feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not still in 
5 conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

19. Regarding Claim 19 

Claim 19 refers to Claim 11 and an additive technical feature contained 
in Claim 19 relates to a round lead wire of about 0.48mm in diameter. 

10 However, this is a very widely used lead wire in this art. Therefore, while 
Claim 11 referred by Claim 19 lacks the inventiveness, the technical solution 
of Claim 19 similarly has not the prominent substantive feature, so it has not 
the inventiveness and is not still in conformity with the provision of the 3 rd 
paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

15 Furthermore, a word"a6ow/"is used therein and it results in Claim 19 has 

an unclear claimed scope since the above word has the unclear meaning. So, 
Claim 19 also is not in conformity with the provision of the 1 st paragraph of 
Rule 20 of the Implementing Regulations of CPL. 

20 20. Regarding Claim 20 

Claim 20 refers to Claim 1 1 and the additive technical features contained 
in Claim 20 relate to a wire made of a low-carbon steel and having copper 
plated on a surface thereof and a molten solder plated on the copper plating as 
a round lead wire of 0.48mm in diameter. However, this is a very widely used 

25 lead wire and technology in this art. Therefore, while Claim 1 1 referred by 
Claim 20 lacks the inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 20 similarly 
has not the prominent substantive feature, so it has not the inventiveness and 
is not still in conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 



ofCPL. 



2 1 . Regarding Claim 2 1 

Claim 21 refers to Claim 11 and the additive technical features contained 
in Claim 21 only relate to a selection concerning a design for the dimension 
of the flattened portion. However, this is a very widely used technology in 
this art. Therefore, while Claim 11 referred by Claim 21 lacks the 
inventiveness, the technical solution of Claim 21 similarly has not the 
prominent substantive feature, so it has not the inventiveness and is not still in 
conformity with the provision of the 3 rd paragraph of Article 22 of CPL. 

Furthermore, a word"aZww?"is used therein and it results in Claim 21 has 
an unclear claimed scope since the above word has the unclear meaning. So, 
Claim 21 also is not in conformity with the provision of the 1 st paragraph of 
Rule 20 of the Implementing Regulations of CPL. 

In view of the above reasons, the present application can not be granted as 
a patent based on the present application text. The application will be rejected, 
except the applicant can provide the sufficient reasons to argue that the 
application has the inventiveness within the appointed time limit as this office 
action. 
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